
Inspection of Sunnyside Community 
Pre-School CIO
Peredur Centre for the Arts, West Hoathly Road, East Grinstead RH19 4NF

Inspection date: 20 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff are good role models for children. They are kind and nurturing. There is an 
effective key-person system in place. Staff spend quality time with children to get 
to know them well, establish secure relationships and support them to feel safe and
secure. Staff carefully and successfully meet children's individual needs.

Staff communicate clear expectations, and children's behaviour is good. They play 
cooperatively with each other and respond well to the routines and boundaries in 
place. Children thrive on the praise they receive from staff for their efforts and 
achievements. This helps to build their self-esteem and confidence.

Children benefit from plenty of opportunities that staff provide for them to learn 
about the world around them. Staff teach children about nature and the effects of 
the weather. For instance, they watch streamers dancing in the wind. Children 
nurture and grow vegetables in the garden and have previously enjoyed harvesting
and tasting what they have grown.

Staff provide lots of opportunities for children to develop their physical skills. They 
support children to climb, run and accurately kick and throw balls. Children gain 
good balance and coordination skills and learn to carefully identify and manage 
risks when doing so.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents and carers are extremely happy 
with the care their children receive at this setting. They highlight the kindness, 
care and attentiveness their children receive from staff, and state that they feel 
their children's needs are met well. Parents praise the continuous 
communication they receive about their children's learning and the support staff 
give to help children progress at home.

n The staff focus on supporting children with their communication and language 
skills. They are very attentive and interact with children during their play and 
exploration. Staff introduce new vocabulary through narration and storytelling. 
However, on occasion, some staff speak too quickly in their enthusiasm and ask 
questions without giving children the time required to think and respond 
effectively. 

n Staff support children's independence well. For instance, children enjoy making 
choices about their play, based on their interests, and clear away after 
themselves at snack time. They have learned a technique to put on their own 
coats, ready to go out in the garden, and try hard to put on their own shoes and
boots. Children's health and hygiene are also supported effectively. Children 
demonstrate that they understand good hand hygiene routines and follow these 
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independently at appropriate times during the day.
n Staff plan appropriate activities to support learning, based on children's 

interests. They monitor children's progress and identify any gaps in learning. 
Generally, staff implement children's next steps in learning into their chosen 
play. However, staff do not always make the most of their interactions to fully 
extend older children's learning even further.

n Children are developing a love of reading and enjoy a wide range of books 
available in the setting. Children select books independently and listen as staff 
enthusiastically read stories. They join in with familiar words and phrases and 
make predictions about what might happen next in the story. In addition, 
children and parents borrow books to read together at home. 

n Staff support children effectively to develop an understanding of mathematical 
concepts. Staff demonstrate a good knowledge of how to bring the teaching of 
mathematics into everyday routines. For example, staff encourage children to 
count and consider size and positioning during their play and exploration.

n The new manager has an ambitious vision for the nursery. She evaluates the 
quality of the provision effectively and identifies strengths and weaknesses in 
practice. Staff say they are happy and feel that they are well supported in their 
roles.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good understanding of their responsibility to safeguard children, 
which includes whistle-blowing. They are aware of the signs and symptoms that 
may indicate a child is at risk of abuse. Staff understand the local reporting 
procedures should they have concerns about a child's welfare. There are effective 
recruitment and induction procedures for new staff to ensure that those who work 
with children are suitable. The manager and staff carry out regular risk 
assessments to identify and minimise any hazards. Effective staff deployment 
means that all children are well supervised and cared for. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance staff interactions to consistently provide children with the time required
to develop their thinking skills effectively 

n continue to improve teaching further to enrich older children's learning 
experiences and help increase their knowledge in relation to their interests.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2646022

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10305540

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Sunnyside Community Pre-school CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2646020

Telephone number 07903703425

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Sunnyside Community Pre-school CIO re-registered in 2021. It is situated in East 
Grinstead, West Sussex. The pre-school is open on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9.30am to 2.30pm, and on Wednesdays and Fridays from 9.30am 
to 12.30pm, term time only. There are five members of staff. Of these, the 
manager holds a degree and three others hold level 3 early years qualifications. 
The pre-school receives funding for free early years education for children aged 
three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kimberley Luckham
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic 
with the provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the 
provision.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.
n The manager and the inspector had a learning walk together and discussed the 

early years curriculum.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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